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WHY DIVERT FOOD WASTE

Food waste diversion is being considered by an increasing number of solid waste managers, local officials,
and business leaders as they look for new alternatives to effectively manage their wastes. Recycling food
waste is very desirable from an environmental standpoint and in many cases, it also makes good economic
sense. Food scraps in landfills contribute greatly to the generation of leachate and methane gas in addi-
tion to taking up space. These food scraps come from a multitude of sources -- from food preparation,
plate scrapings, spoiled or expired foodstuffs, food processing wastes, and mislabeled or excess food
materials. Food waste constitutes 6.7 percent of the waste stream in Florida,

(excluding construction and demolition debris as a component). In 1996,
just over 1.2 million tons of food waste were collected for landfill
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ANIMAL FEED

Recycling food wastes for animal feed is a viable diversion option because many food wastes have a high
nutritional value. Rather than going into the waste stream, many kinds of food waste can be fed directly
to livestock with minimal processing. Food that has not been in contact with or does not contain meat or
meat by-products is exempt from federal regulation and can be fed to cattle and swine with no processing.
Numerous cattle and swine operations in Florida are currently feeding food waste to their livestock.

The option of diverting food waste for animal feed works well for medium to small size generators such as pris-
ons, restaurants and grocery stores. Food waste feeders may or may not charge a fee for accepting food
wastes, but if they do, the fee is likely to be considerably less than customary trash disposal costs. Emerging
technologies may allow large generators such as amusement parks, military bases and institutions to recycle
their food wastes for animal feed in the near future by dehydration. A number of companies are developing
systems to dehydrate food waste. The resulting feedstuffs can then be more easily stored and transported
as well as marketed for sale. For further information on locating possible farms and ranches with an interest
in using food waste for animal feed, contact the local county Cooperative Extension office. For more infor-
mation on licensed food waste feeders, contact the Florida State Veterinarian's office at 850-488-6874.

FOOD BANKS

Charitable food banks are an excellent option for diverting some types of food and grocery products that
have traditionally gone into the waste stream. Millions of pounds of donated products are being distrib-
uted to people living in poverty and those unexpectedly affected by natural disasters. Each year, food
banks across the United States provide assistance to more than 26 million hungry Americans, including
eight million children and four million seniors. Food banks work in cooperation with food pantries, soup
kitchens, women's shelters, and other local organizations.

Food banks assist businesses by serving as a distribution channel for surplus inventories. They can han-
dle dry, refrigerated and frozen food items, mislabeled and unlabeled products, obsolete promotional items
and bulk or damaged products. To help eliminate transportation costs, many food banks will pick up dona-
tions free of charge. Donating to food banks may also provide substantial tax benefits for companies.

Reputable food banks offer donors a number of liability protections such as strict warehouse operation stan-
dards, proper storage and handling procedures, complete product tracking, recall capabilities, and accurate
receipting. Network food banks affiliated with certain organizations such as Second Harvest offer a dona-
tion contract that legally holds donors harmless from liability. (Second Harvest is the largest charitable
hunger organization -- serving as an umbrella network organization for 188 food banks throughout the coun-
try.) Since donations are made to help needy people, potential liability issues are covered under Good
Samaritan laws. The federal Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act was passed in 1996 to stan-
dardize donor liability exposure and to make it easier for companies to donate. In addition, Florida passed
its own version of a Good Samaritan law in 1998 that is containgd in Section 570.0725, Florida Statutes.

Contact your local recycling coordinator, county Cooperative Extension office, or the business or yellow
pages in your phone book for information on local food banks. In addition, the Second Harvest organiza-
tion and American Culinary Association are listed as further sources for locating food banks.
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