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FLORIDA’S RECYCLING GOALS AND AUTHORITY

Section 403.706, Florida Statute (F.S.)
• Set 75% Municipal Solid Waste 

(MSW) recycling goal by 2020.
• Counties are responsible for the 

management of solid waste and reporting 
their recycling progress annually.

• Defines MSW.
• Directs counties to develop a plan if the 

county does not achieve the interim recycling 
goal.

• Directs the state to identify additional 
programs or statutory changes if goals are 
not met.

Section 403.7032, F.S.
• Recycling and reuse of resources are 

considered high-priority goals of the state. 
• Sets the 75% recycling goal.
• Directs public entities (schools, state and 

local public agencies) to report the amount 
they recycle annually.

• Directs Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) to develop a 
comprehensive recycling program that is 
designed to achieve the 75% recycling goal.

• Directs DEP to create the Recycling 
Business Assistance Center (RBAC).



FLORIDA’S RECYCLING RATE

The statewide overall 
recycling rate, including 
renewable energy recycling 
credits, increased from 49% 
(2023) to 50% (2024).

The statewide traditional 
recycling rate, excluding 
renewable energy recycling 
credits, increased from 41% 
(2023) to 43% (2024).



SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT IN FLORIDA
1988-2024
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WASTE & RECYCING PER CAPITA



FLORIDA MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE 
GENERATED & RECYCLED

TONS PER YEAR

PERCENT OF 
TOTAL TONS PER 

YEAR
TOTAL TONS 

RECYCLED

PERCENT OF 
TOTAL TONS 

RECYCLED

MATERIAL 
RECYCLING RATE²  

(PERCENT)
Glass 1,122,902 2.1 221,977 0.9 20%
Aluminum Cans 226,959 0.4 23,538 0.1 10%
Steel Cans 407,561 0.7 21,059 0.1 5%
Plastic Bottles 744,560 1.4 45,334 0.2 6%
Other Plastics 3,007,682 5.5 85,985 0.4 3%
C & D Debris 19,997,489 36.7 12,078,474 51.6 60%
Newspapers 627,403 1.2 61,138 0.3 10%
Corrugated Cardboard 3,272,169 6.0 1,401,636 6.0 43%
Office Paper 807,159 1.5 91,544 0.4 11%
Other Paper 3,720,750 6.8 266,494 1.1 7%
Yard Waste 6,043,696 11.1 3,828,810 16.4 63%
Food Wastes 3,736,521 6.9 150,410 0.6 4%
Ferrous Metals 3,179,176 5.8 2,435,344 10.4 77%
Non-Ferrous Metal 622,710 1.1 508,577 2.2 82%
White Goods 491,689 0.9 261,047 1.1 53%
Tires 353,113 0.6 155,696 0.7 44%
Textiles 1,120,388 2.1 40,126 0.2 4%
Miscellaneous 5,037,268 9.2 1,607,562 6.9 32%
Process Fuel ³ N/A4 N/A 108,311 0.5 100%
TOTAL 54,519,195 100.0 23,393,062 100 43%

Florida Municipal Solid Waste Collected and Recycled (2024)

MATERIALS

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE COLLECTED MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE RECYCLED



C & D DEBRIS RECYCLING RATE  
(1996-2024)



YARD WASTE RECYCLING RATE  
(1996-2023)



GLASS RECYCLING RATE 
(1996-2024)



PLASTIC BOTTLE RECYCLING RATE
(1996-2024)



ALUMINUM CANS RECYCLING RATE
(1996-2024)



DIFFICULT TO MANAGE WASTE STREAMS 
LITHIUM-ION BATTERIES

• Considered to be Ignitable (D001) and Reactive (D003).

• Mismanagement and damage to batteries make fires more likely.

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) May 24, 2023, guidance:
• https://www.epa.gov/recycle/used-lithium-ion-batteries
• Lithium-ion batteries are likely hazardous waste at end of life.
• Can be managed under Resource Conservation and Recovery Act’s (RCRA) streamlined 

Universal Waste Rules until they reach a destination facility.
• Not universal waste if damage breaches individual cell casing.
• Electronic Vehicle (EV) batteries are not household hazardous waste if removed at a 

business such as a dealership, scrap yard or auto repair facility.

• Can be recycled to conserve resources, and recycling opportunities expected to grow 
significantly over the next several years.

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/used-lithium-ion-batteries


LI BATTERY EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-reduction/content/take-charge-florida

https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-reduction/content/take-charge-florida


GRANTS

• Non-Competitive Grants to support long-term recycling planning and data 
collection. 

• Funding to be used for:
• Capacity Analysis.

• Final Report received on May 1st.
• Away from Home Waste and Recycling Study.
• Update WasteCalc.

EPA Grants – Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling Grants for States 
and Territories:



STATEWIDE CLASS I LANDFILL CAPACITY



RECYCLING PLAN

The bill requires the department to convene a technical assistance group within the Department 
to develop a comprehensive waste reduction and recycling plan by July 1, 2026. The 
comprehensive plan, at a minimum, must do all of the following:

• Identify recycling goals based on sustainable materials management and waste 
diversion, and 

• Include a 3-year plan to implement all of the following strategies:
• Recycling education and outreach,
• Local government recycling assistance, and
• Recycling materials market development.

SB 200/HB 295: Comprehensive Waste Reduction and Recycling Plan



THANK YOU
Karen Moore

Permitting and Compliance Assistance Program
Division of Waste Management

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Contact Information:
850-245-8864

Karen.S.Moore@FloridaDEP.gov 

For more information on recycling in Florida, visit:
FloridaDEP.gov/waste/waste-reduction/content/recycling.

https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-reduction/content/recycling-grants-and-loans
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