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FLORIDA’S RECYCLING GOALS

• Established the 75% recycling goal for municipal solid waste by 2020.

• Counts the production of renewable energy from solid waste as one ton of 
recycled material for each megawatt-hour produced.  

• Directs all counties to report their recycling progress annually.

• Directs counties over 100,000 population to develop a plan if the county does 
not achieve the interim recycling goal.

• Directs the state to identify additional programs or statutory changes if the 
interim recycling goals are not met, such as in Florida’s 2020 report on the 
75% recycling goal.

Section 403.706, Florida Statutes:



FLORIDA’S RECYCLING RATE

The statewide overall 
recycling rate, including 
renewable energy recycling 
credits, increased from 49% 
(2023) to 50% (2024).

The statewide traditional 
recycling rate, excluding 
renewable energy recycling 
credits, increased from 41% 
(2023) to 43% (2024).

The statewide overall recycling rate, including 
renewable energy recycling credits, remained 
unchanged at 50% from 2024 to 2025.

The statewide traditional recycling rate, 
excluding renewable energy recycling credits, 
remained unchanged at 43% from 2024 to 2025.



SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT IN FLORIDA
1988-2025



WASTE AND RECYCLING PER CAPITA



FLORIDA MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE 
GENERATED AND RECYCLED

TONS PER YEAR

PERCENT OF 
TOTAL TONS PER 

YEAR
TOTAL TONS 

RECYCLED

PERCENT OF 
TOTAL TONS 

RECYCLED

MATERIAL 
RECYCLING RATE²  

(PERCENT)
Glass 1,137,458 2.1 182,063 0.8 16%
Aluminum Cans 233,462 0.4 20,262 0.1 9%
Steel Cans 407,447 0.7 45,586 0.2 11%
Plastic Bottles 752,642 1.4 48,308 0.2 6%
Other Plastics 3,302,292 6.1 64,688 0.3 2%
C & D Debris 19,374,066 35.5 12,466,200 52.7 64%
Newspapers 581,979 1.1 23,898 0.1 4%
Corrugated Cardboard 3,360,478 6.2 1,308,148 5.5 39%
Office Paper 819,921 1.5 76,638 0.3 9%
Other Paper 4,227,984 7.8 277,638 1.2 7%
Yard Waste 5,486,745 10.1 3,974,636 16.8 72%
Food Wastes 3,747,359 6.9 142,236 0.6 4%
Ferrous Metals 3,556,725 6.5 2,492,215 10.5 70%
Non-Ferrous Metal 603,615 1.1 491,793 2.1 81%
White Goods 463,589 0.9 193,181 0.8 42%
Tires 286,523 0.5 129,789 0.5 45%
Textiles 1,173,086 2.2 46,014 0.2 4%
Miscellaneous 5,012,573 9.2 1,594,444 6.7 32%
Process Fuel ³ N/A4 N/A 79,977 0.3 100%
TOTAL 54,527,944 100.0 23,657,714 100 43%

Florida Municipal Solid Waste Collected and Recycled (2025)

MATERIALS

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE COLLECTED MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE RECYCLED



RECYCLING EDUCATION

Rethink. Reset. Recycle.
• Phase 1: Curbside 

Contamination.
• Phase 2: Focus on county 

specific issues.
• Phase 3: Difficult to Recycle 

Materials.

Take Charge Florida
• LI Battery Identification 

Guidebook.
• Tips for Safe Handling and 

Disposal.
• Resources for local collection 

events.



LITHIUM BATTERY INFORMATION RESOURCES

https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-reduction/content/take-charge-florida
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GRANTS

• Non-Competitive Grants to support long-term recycling planning and data 
collection. 

• Funding to be used for:
• Capacity Analysis.

• Final report received on May 2025. 
• Report can be found at https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-

reduction/content/recycling. 
• Away from Home Waste and Recycling Study.

• Draft report received May 2026. 
• Update WasteCalc.

EPA Grants – Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling (SWIFR) Grants 
for States and Territories:
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CLASS I LANDFILL CAPACITY



STATEWIDE CLASS I LANDFILL CAPACITY



FLORIDA’S SOLID WASTE 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR 
RECYCLING  (SWIFR) 
GRANT PROGRAM

Away from Home Waste and Recycling Study



FLORIDA’S TOURISM INDUSTRY

Florida received 143.3 M 
out-of-state visitors in 2025*.

Equivalent to ~2M additional 
full-time residents.
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*VISIT FLORIDA Research: https://www.visitflorida.org/resources/research/ 

https://www.visitflorida.org/resources/research/


FLORIDA’S WASTE GENERATION

Estimated that out-of-state 
visitors produced ~1.4 M tons 
of waste in 2024. 

Accounting for out-of-state 
visitors lowers the per-capita 
Florida generation rate to ~4.1 
lb/day in 2024.
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THANK YOU
Karen Moore

Division of Waste Management
Permitting and Compliance Assistance Program
Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Contact Information:
850-245-8864

Karen.S.Moore@FloridaDEP.gov 
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